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carried on mutual warfare ; these important and interest-
ing questions at present must remain without an answer,
for Hinduism has left few ruins to mark the places
where its powerful and popular rival had gathered its
devotees. The first record of persecution is about A.D,
196. This, however, could be only local, as in the fifth
century Buddhism was still supreme in many places.
Kumarila Bhatta is said to have been the chief leader of
the persecution, and he worked for the accomplishment
of his purpose, not merely by the use of the civil power,
but by presenting Hinduism in a more attractive
character than it had previously assumed. At the end
of the fifth century the hierarchs of Buddhism found an
asylum in China; and numbers of the people migrated
eastward to lands where the doctrines had found a
home, or where as yet they had not been carried. As
late as the twelfth century, a few Buddhists remained in
the country, but now none are seen.

But though Buddhism was for some centuries the
most popular religion in the north of India, there must
have been a large number of people attached to the
older Hinduism. These gradually grew in strength
until there was a fierce struggle for supremacy. The
worship of Siva, and Vishnu, in somewhat modified
forms, in due time supplanted the religion of Buddha.
In the eighth century a great impulse was given to
Saivaism by Sankaracharjya, a Vedantist. Though
himself a Deist, he encouraged idolatry in the case of
the ignorant. One of his last sayings was this: " O
Lord, pardon my three sins ; I have in contemplation
clothed Thee who art shapeless with a shape; I have in
praise described Thee who art indescribable ; and by
visiting the Tirthas (shrines) I have ignored Thine
omnipresence."